Checking vaccination certificates
Some travellers to and from Australia are subject to more favourable rules if they can prove they
meet Australia’s definition of fully vaccinated for international travel purposes.
Where more favourable rules apply, airlines and cruise operators need to inspect a traveller’s
certificate at check-in to confirm that it shows that the traveller is fully vaccinated, and that the
biographic and travel document details on the certificate match the traveller’s passport.
Travellers vaccinated in Australia must prove their vaccination history by presenting an Australian
Government-issued International COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate (ICVC). Travellers can request
their ICVC through an Australian Medicare online or International Health Identifier account in
myGov, or the Express Plus Medicare app. Travellers can also visit a Services Australia services centre
or contact the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) on 1800 653 809.
Travellers vaccinated overseas will generally not have access to an ICVC and will instead need to
present a foreign vaccination certificate.
Any foreign vaccination certificate – paper or digital – is acceptable as long as:




it was issued by a national or state/provincial-level authority or an accredited vaccination
provider (for example a pharmacy, or a doctor/nurse signing an entry in a WHO yellow book)
it’s in English, or accompanied by a certified translation
it shows
o the traveller’s name as it appears in the passport
o the traveller’s date of birth or passport number or national identity number*
o the vaccine brand name, and
o either the date of each dose or the date on which the traveller completed a full
course of immunisation.

*If a certificate shows only a national identity number, and if that number does not appear in the
traveller’s passport, then the traveller needs to show evidence of the national identity number that
matches the number and name on the vaccination certificate.
The presumption is always that a vaccination certificate is acceptable unless there’s a clear reason
for doubt, such as:





it comes from an obviously inappropriate issuer (say, an MP or minister of religion)
it’s in an unfamiliar digital format that doesn’t say who issued it
it’s in a foreign language, with no translation
the passport number and passport biographic details don’t match the certificate.

How do I check an Australian ICVC?
The ICVC contains a secure Quick Response (QR) code based on ePassport technology. Airlines and
cruise operators need to authenticate the QR code digitally through a simple process of scanning the
QR code with the Australian Government’s official VDS-NC Checker app. Alternatively, industry-led
solutions, such as the IATA Travel Pass can also authenticate an ICVC. See Annex II for checking an
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ICVC. The scanning process confirms either that a certificate is authentic or that it is not valid. If the
app confirms that a certificate is authentic, airlines and cruise operators need to confirm that the
vaccination details listed on the certificate meet Australia’s definition of fully vaccinated (see below).
How do I check a foreign vaccination certificate?
Many foreign certificates come in digital formats that can easily be verified using government or
industry apps. Many apps can read multiple types of certificate, such as the IATA TravelPass. Airlines
and cruise operators are strongly encouraged to use these apps, where available, to verify that
foreign vaccination certificates are authentic. The VDS-NC Checker app for Australian certificates can
also verify Japanese digital certificates.
Where scanning is not an option, airlines and cruise operators need to visually inspect a foreign
certificate to confirm it complies with the below criteria, identifies that the traveller is fully
vaccinated, and that the biographic details on a certificate match those in the traveller’s passport.
What does it mean to be fully vaccinated?
Each country has its own definition. Australia considers international travellers to be fully vaccinated
if they have completed a course of a vaccine approved or recognised by the Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA). Current approved and recognised vaccines and dosages are:






Two doses at least 14 days apart of:
AstraZeneca Vaxzevria
AstraZeneca Covishield
Pfizer/Biontech Comirnaty
Moderna Spikevax or Takeda
Sinovac Coronavac



Or one dose of:
Johnson & Johnson/Janssen-Cilag COVID Vaccine






Bharat Covaxin
Sinopharm BBIBP-CorV
Gamaleya Research Institute Sputnik V
Novavax/Biocelect Nuvaxovid

Seven days must have passed since the final dose of vaccine in a course of immunisation. Mixed
doses count towards being fully vaccinated as long as all vaccines are approved or recognised by the
TGA. See the additional guidance on Sinopharm and Sputnik brand names below.
Travellers who have not been vaccinated with the above doses or schedule do not meet Australia’s
definition of ‘fully vaccinated’.
The TGA is reviewing other COVID-19 vaccines that may be recognised for the purposes of inbound
travel to Australia in future. Information on the latest approved and recognised vaccines is available
on the TGA website.
What if the certificate doesn’t show the entire name of the vaccine?
Some certificates truncate the name of a vaccine compared to how it appears in the list above. Eg:
certificates might refer only to ‘Biontech’, ‘Comirnaty’, ‘AstraZeneca’ or ‘Johnson & Johnson’. This is
acceptable. A certificate is not acceptable if it includes the name or part name of a vaccine not
currently approved or recognised by the TGA.
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Different rules apply for Sinopharm brand names (see below).
What if a traveller isn’t fully vaccinated?
Travellers aged 12 years and over who don’t meet Australia’s definition of fully vaccinated may still
be able to travel, but only under the rules for unvaccinated travel, unless they are unable to be
vaccinated for medical reasons.
Special arrangements apply for certain returning Australian children aged 12-17 years who are not
fully vaccinated - https://www.health.gov.au/news/returning-australian-children
What if a traveller meets my airline or cruise operator’s definition of fully vaccinated but not
Australia’s?
Australia’s definition is what counts.
What if a traveller has recovered from COVID with only one vaccine dose of a two-dose course?
Australia’s definition of fully vaccinated doesn’t include this scenario. Travellers will not meet the
definition of fully vaccinated unless they’ve received a full course of vaccine, are under 12 years of
age or are unable to be vaccinated for medical reasons.
Note that a previous infection with COVID-19 is not a contraindication to vaccination.
More detailed advice on medical contraindication is available at: https://www.health.gov.au/healthalerts/covid-19/international-travel/proof-of-vaccination
It is important that people who have had COVID-19 get vaccinated when it is safe to do so.
What if a traveller is medically unable to be vaccinated?
The traveller will need to provide evidence of a medical contraindication. This must indicate an
inability to be vaccinated with a COVID-19 vaccine because of a medical condition, as evidenced by a
certificate containing:




the traveller’s name as it appears in the passport
details of the issuing medical practitioner and the date of the consultation
details that clearly state that the traveller has a medical condition which means they cannot
receive a COVID-19 vaccination (i.e. vaccination is contraindicated).

Travellers who have received non-TGA approved or recognised vaccines cannot be considered
medically contraindicated or treated as fully vaccinated for travel purposes.
Note that a previous infection with COVID-19 is not a contraindication to vaccination.
More detailed advice on medical contraindication is available at: https://www.health.gov.au/healthalerts/covid-19/international-travel/proof-of-vaccination

What about children?
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All children aged under 12 years and 3 months count as fully vaccinated for inbound travel
purposes. Special arrangements apply for certain returning Australian children aged 12-17 years
who are not fully vaccinated - https://www.health.gov.au/news/returning-australian-children
What are the rules for translations?
Translations have to be certified with the stamp or membership number of a professional translation
association. The entire certificate has to be translated, not just part of it.
What if the certificate doesn’t show the entire name that’s in the passport?
Some certificates truncate names or don’t include middle names. That’s not a problem. As long as
the name on the certificate is not materially different to the name in the passport it is acceptable.
What if the name in a vaccination certificate is materially different to the passport name?
The traveller will need to provide evidence of being the person named on the certificate, such as a
marriage certificate, driver licence or national identity card.
What if a certificate only shows a traveller’s age not their date of birth?
If the age corresponds with the date of birth in the passport, this is acceptable.
What are the rules for Sinopharm brand names?
There are two kinds of Sinopharm vaccine. One is from Beijing and more widely used internationally
and one from Wuhan which is used only in China and the Philippines. Only the Beijing vaccine is
recognised by the TGA. It comes from the Beijing Bio-Institute of Biological Products (BBIBP), also
known as the Beijing Institute of Biological Products (BIBP).
The brand name on a certificate shows the Beijing version, and is acceptable, if it meets the
following criteria:



contains ‘BBIBP’ or ‘BIBP’
spells out BBIBP or BIBP




contains ‘Sinopharm’ and ‘Beijing’, or
contains the trade name ‘Covilo’.

Sinopharm brand names can also include other expressions such as ‘CNBG’, ‘Cor-V’ and ‘Vero Cells’.
These are not relevant to whether the vaccine is recognised by the TGA.
Examples of brand names that meet the above criteria and are acceptable include:









Sinopharm BBIBP-CorV
Sinopharm BBIBP
Beijing Bio-Institute of Biological
Products
Beijing Institute of Biological Products
Sinopharm BIBP
Sinopharm BIBP-CorV
Sinopharm CNBG BBIBP
Sinopharm CNBG BIBP
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Sinopharm Covid Vaccine BIBP
Sinopharm Beijing
BBIBP-CorV
BBIBP (Vero Cells)
BIBP
BIBP-CorV
Sinopharm Covilo
Covilo
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There are many possible combinations – this list is not exhaustive. Any brand name that meets the
above criteria is acceptable
Examples of brand names that do not meet the above criteria and are unacceptable include:


Sinopharm WIBP



Sinopharm Wuhan

‘Sinopharm’ by itself on a certificate is acceptable as long as the dose was not administered in
China or the Philippines (the two countries which use the Wuhan vaccine). Vaccinations
administered in China or the Philippines that are described only as ‘Sinopharm’ are not acceptable
on a certificate because there is no way of telling whether it refers to the Beijing or Wuhan vaccine.
What are the rules for Sputnik brand names?
There are two kinds of Sputnik vaccine: Sputnik V and Sputnik Light. A vaccination is not acceptable if
it says ‘Sputnik Light’.
What if a traveller has received vaccinations in different countries?
Travellers can present multiple vaccination certificates to prove their vaccination status, as long as
each certificate complies with this guidance. It is also acceptable if a traveller presents a single
certificate that lists vaccinations received in different countries. A certificate does not have to be
issued by the country in which the vaccination was administered.
What are the rules for translations?
Translations have to be certified with the stamp or membership number of a professional translation
association. The entire certificate has to be translated, not just part of it.
Can I call someone for help?
For privacy reasons, the Government has no service that airlines or cruise operators can contact to
confirm whether a particular Australian certificate is genuine or has the correct details.
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ANNEX I: Australian ICVC Specimen - Standard format:

International COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate Specimen – Digital wallet format:
Apple Wallet:
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Google Wallet:
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ANNEX II: Checking an ICVC
The VDS-NC Checker app is available in the Apple store and Google Play
It includes a scanner that reads the QR code on an ICVC

The scan confirms that a VDS is genuine and displays the most
important information from the certificate, including the
holder’s biodata and COVID-19 immunisations.

If the QR code is not authentic, the app displays a message to
that effect.
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ANNEX III: Foreign vaccination certificates
There are hundreds of different vaccination certificates currently in use around the world. Most
foreign certificates issued for international travel are acceptable as evidence of vaccination. This
sample pack contains a selection of acceptable examples to illustrate how this works.

EU DIGITAL COVID CERTIFICATE (EU DCC): CZECH REPUBLIC
The EU Digital COVID Certificate is a format used by EU countries and a number of other non-EU
states as well. Each country’s certificate has its own design. Some can be folded into a booklet
This certificate is acceptable because
one of its languages is English.

This certificate doesn’t show the date of each dose,
but it is acceptable because it shows the date on
which a full course of immunisation was completed.
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INDIA
India issues different certificates for domestic and international use. The international certificate
(shown below) is acceptable, because it includes all the information Australia requires.
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CHINA
There are many different certificates issued by authorities across China. This certificate, issued by the
National Health Commission, shows the details of vaccination as well as a traveller’s test results. This
certificate has all the fields Australia requires for a vaccination certificate, but the entries that say
what vaccine the traveller received are only in Mandarin. The certificate is acceptable if accompanied
by a certified translation.
What are the rules for translations?
Translations have to be certified with the stamp or membership number of a professional translation
association. The entire certificate has to be translated, not just part of it.
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UNITED STATES
The Centers for Disease Control issues a COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card, also known as the White
Card. As long as all required fields are filled in, it is acceptable, even if handwritten. The CDC and
some states and counties issue the cards in the form of Smart Health Cards. These are also
acceptable. Certificates issued by pharmacy chains are also acceptable, as long as they meet
Australia’s criteria.

Click on the image to enlarge the
holder’s COVID-19 vaccination details
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION YELLOW BOOK
The WHO yellow book, formally known as the International Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis, is
acceptable if all the fields Australia requires are completed.
Entries in some books truncate names or do not include middle names. That is not a problem. As long
as the name on the certificate is not materially different to the name in the passport, it is acceptable.
If the name in a vaccination certificate is materially different to the passport name, the traveller will
need to provide evidence of being the person named on the certificate, such as a marriage certificate,
driver licence or national identity card.
Handwritten certificates are acceptable.
It is OK if a name is truncated or does not include the
middle name (e.g. Joe JR Blogg instead of Joe John Ross
Blogg) as long as the name is not materially different to
the name in the passport.

It is OK that the full vaccine name
(i.e. AstraZenica Vaxzevria) is not
included
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